
A Life of Service… Christ our Leader 
Eph. 4:16 

 
Fire.  Until the fire department came, who is in charge here? 
 
This year we looking at the 500 year anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. 
In the late part of the medieval times the church was in trouble, 
      Yet it was 600 yeas ago that the seeds of revival were planted.   

John Wycliff and Peter Waldo and many others in the church new something was wrong.  
We have much to learn about our Christian and reformation Heritage. 

Here We Stand. Online  To look at 31 men and women and learn about the reformation. 
 
Yet the Reformation was not about a few big names like Luther, Calvin, or Zwingli.   

It was about a massive movement of Christian conviction, boldness, and the joy of the 
Gospel that cost many men and women their lives and still bearing fruit today. 

Still yet the main person, the main leader was Christ. He was in charge.   
Christ has always been, is and always will be the main focus and leader of the church. 
 
PRAY 
 
What happens when you lose your understanding of the knowledge of Jesus Christ? 

You become tossed about like a wave by crazy and wrong teachings. 
What happens when you lose your understanding of the Gospel? 

You become religious and begin to find God more useful, like a genie.   
But when an awakening of the Gospel happens Christians began to find God beautiful. 

 
Hundreds of years ago the church began to lose their understanding of the Gospel.   

Almost everyone knew it those working in the church and the people going to church. 
     Decline and corruption was well known and the clergy were living in open sin and causing  

much damage.  The moral and theological level of the church leaders were at its lowest. 
The church was not serving the spiritual needs of the people. 
All this because they moved away from the essence of the Gospel message. 
 
The church became more and more: 

Man-centered in its leadership and  
Man-centered in its understanding of salvation.   

The church had moved away from the essential teaching of Christianity and the gospel message.   

 
There were rallying cries of the Protestant reformers to restore the essential teachings of the 
gospel called the Five Solas. 
The Five Solas (sola is Latin for “alone”) are five slogans that emerged during the Reformation 
to summarize five essentials of Christianity and the theological convictions.  
They define and provide a helpful summary of what marks of the true gospel.  
 
The source of authority: Scripture Alone 
The basis of salvation: Grace Alone 
The means of salvation: Faith Alone 
The merit of salvation: Christ Alone 
The goal of all things: Glory of God Alone 

 



As with last week talking about Christ as the Truth, the next few weeks we will be talking about 
Christ and the central focus of our salvation and life here on earth. 
 
One of the main issues that was at stake during the Reformation was the question of authority. 

Or more appropriately it was the abuse of authority. 
Who is in charge here? 

The church began teaching that the foundation for faith and practice was a combination of 
the scriptures, sacred tradition, and the teachings of the church. 

 

Scripture tradition picture   
 
The argument was against traditions of men that were not supported by the written word of God. 
 
The question was who and what must I obey?   
Our foundation is Scripture alone.  The Bible is the only inspired and authoritative word of God. 
Scripture alone is the standard.  It is the Supreme authority in all matters of Christian life.   
The Bible alone is the ultimate authority and foundation of truth.   
 
What is the source of and final authority to answer the questions of life?  

Where do we come from? Science alone cannot answer this question.  
Where do we go when we die? Higher education alone cannot answer this question. 
Why do people act the way they do? Psychology alone cannot answer this question.  
Who is God? Who is Jesus? How are we saved? What is our purpose in life?  

Scripture alone answers these important questions. 
 
So who is in charge here? 
Ephesians 4:15-16 

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature 
body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.  From him the whole body, joined and held 
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part 
does its work. 

     The first part of 15 we will look at in November 
 
Who must I trust for salvation? 
Salvation is provided thought the atoning substitutionary work of Christ alone.     
Because Christ has accomplished the necessary for salvation, as the exalted Lord he is the 
source of life and the head and leader of the church. 

1:22-23  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in 
every way. 
2:21-22  In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy 
temple in the Lord.  And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in 
which God lives by his Spirit. 

 



Paul uses the metaphor of the “body” 91 times in his writings. 
This is more than an anatomy lesson. 
   
Christ is the head means he is both the head and leader of the church  

and he is the source of growth for the church. 
 
Who is the leader in this Church?   

Though I am the Sr. Pastor, one of the pastors here.  I am an under-shepherd to the 
Main Shepherd.  I am just a gift to the church, a part of the body which he is the head, I 
am under his authority. And under his control. 
     People ask me at times how about we do this at church “let me check with my boss” 

Col. 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church 
Christ is the head leader of this church and of all churches, he is Head of his Church.  

       He is head of this church. He is head of each Christian church in this town. 
 
Christ is the head also means here he is the source of growth for the church. 
Two aspects found here:  Our growth and our union to Christ and to others. 
 
Our growth because of Christ: we are dependent on Christ. 
We grow up because of Christ, we are connected because of Christ 
We have an intimate relation with Christ.  We are bound to him connected and draw from him 
the intimate resources of life. 
We respond to the head and its provision.   He is the control center of the body’s growth. 
You cannot do it in your own strength you must depend on Christ 
John 15:5- apart from Christ we can do nothing spiritual 
This union joins us with other Christians. 

We have this oneness 2:15-16  His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity 
out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God 
through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 

We grow healthy when we are obedient to his control as the head. 
 
Our union with Christ makes us one with Him and also one with each other. 
We are individuals, though we are different we are the same in Christ.  
We cannot live is isolation from each other. 
Reformation was to lead to unity of believers, the awareness of our common bond found in 
Christ.  Other Christians are not the enemy, we are on the same team, they are part of us. 
Seven areas of oneness in the first part of Chapter 4 
    Examples 

when we do communion- open to all Christians. 
Praying for different churches at the beginning of the service. 

Acts 6-8 showed the difference between the Hellenistic Christians in Jerusalem and the Hebraic 
Christians.  They did not all meet under the same roof. 
This Mighty One actually dwells among his people in their local churches. 
Each church is the domain of the Son of God’s present authority and ministry.  
 
Christ has always been, is and always will be the main focus and leader of the church. 
  It is not the game at noon today 

Today put your dependence on Christ alone 
Today seek the unity with other believers in your union with Christ. 

 
 


